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Industry and MFRI – collaboration in the past

• In the early days MRI and the industry worked together 
searching for fish such as herring and capelin.

• There is a long tradition of the industry renting or 
supplying vessels to take part in research cruises such as 
the demersal trawl surveys or search for capelin.

• Similarly the industry has collected samples for MFRI, 
specially the pelagic fleet but also from demersal catches.

• Use of logbooks/VMS for research and advice.

• Experimental fishing and research, scallop in Breiðafjörður



Scientific research by the industry

• There is skepticism about scientists and research paid directly from the 
industry among the "normal" fisheries scientific community.

• The knee-jerk reaction is often to assume sinister motives from the 
industry such as:
• Trying to raise the TAC-advice.

• Undermine assessments and therefore giving managers reasons not to follow 
the advice.

• Trying to derail discussions to prevent advice/actions that results in onerous 
regulations (closed areas, gear restrictions etc).



Scientists hired by the industry inside ICES

• As a rule scientists working in ICES working groups are from 
governmental institutes.

• There are strict rules on observers from the industry and NGOs.

• Some countries have in recent years nominated scientist that are hired 
by the industry as a "full members" of working groups.

• Concern has been raised on numerous occasions in ACOM about this 
practice. 



Kristján Þórarinsson



Scientific research by the industry

• There has not been a tradition of scientific marine research funded by 
the industry in Iceland



The experience so far

• In general the scientists funded by the industry have been a good 
addition to the ICES expert groups.

• Kristján's work has resulted in much better dialogue between 
the industry and MFRI.

• Vör did some very valuable work
• Possibly too ambitious

• Good idea but for the wrong reasons



Data collection by the industry

• Norwegian 
reference fleet

• New technology in 
fishing vessels and 
processing plants has 
generated 
vast amount of data.



Certification of sustainability

Increased pressure to collect data as a result of sustainability 
certification.

• Undersized fish

• Bycatch of sea birds and marine mammals

• Benthos

• ETP species 

Needs scientific "know-how" inside the companies for it to be correctly 
executed and fully credible.



Evolving the collaboration

• The dialogue must be continuous and to be truly beneficial both parties 
need to have good understanding of each other's language.

• Automated data collection by the industry is challenging in stock 
assessment but the benefits could be enormous.

• Certification puts pressure on the industry to collect data in a scientific 
manner.

Industry vs. Science is an obsolete view.

Collaboration between the two is the only rational way 
forward.


